
Phonics Teaching at Codicote C of E Primary School 

 

Synthetic phonics is a method of teaching reading and writing, in which words are 

broken up into their smallest units of sound or ‘phonemes’.  

In Reception we begin to the learn the different sounds each day. Each sound has an action to help 

children remember the sounds. We learn Phonics using Twinkl Phonics. We start the year learning 

level 2 sounds and by the end of Reception we finish level 4. 

 Level 2: By the end of Level 2, children will have had opportunities to: 

• identify the phoneme when shown any Level 2 grapheme; 

• orally blend and segment CVC words, such as ‘sat’ and ‘pat’; 

• blend sounds to read VC words, such as ‘if’, ‘am’, ‘on’ and ‘up’; 

• segment VC words into their sounds to spell them (using magnetic letters); 

• read the tricky words (words that cannot be sounded out): the, to, I, no, go. 

 

Level 3: By the end of Level 3, children will have had opportunities to: 

• say the phoneme when shown all or most Level 2 and Level 3 graphemes; 

• find all or most Level 2 and Level 3 graphemes, from a display, when given the phoneme; 

• blend and read CVC words (single-syllable words, consisting of three Level 2 and 

Level 3 graphemes) such as ‘chop’ and ‘night’; 

• segment and make phonetically plausible attempts at spelling CVC words (single-syllable 

words, consisting of three Level 2 and Level 3 graphemes) such as ‘paid’ and ‘seed’; 

• read the tricky words - he, she, we, me, be, was, my, you, her, they, all, are & spell the tricky 

words - the, to, I, no, go; 

• write each letter correctly when following a model. 

 

Level 4: 

By the end of Level 4, children will have had opportunities to: 

• give the phoneme when shown any Level 2 or Level 3 grapheme; 

• find any Level 2 or Level 3 grapheme when given the phoneme; 

• blend and read words containing adjacent consonants, as well as segment and spell words 

containing adjacent consonants, such as ‘sand’, ‘bench’ and ‘flight’; 

• read the tricky words - some, one, said, come, do, so, were, when, have, there, out, like, little, 

what & spell the tricky words - he, she, we, me, be, was, my, you, here, they, all, are; 

• write each letter, usually using the correct formation; 

• orally segment words into phonemes. 

No new sounds are taught in Level 4. 

 

These are the level 2 sounds. Every sound we teach has a corresponding action and mnemonic which 

helps children to remember them. You can support your child by modelling the same sounds and 

actions at home. 



 

These are the Level 3 Actions and Mnemonics 

 

 


